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To My Pak ITsHoN ERS, the 
Inhabitants of Vrotham; 
| increaſe of all Bleſſings, 
| Temporal and Spiritual. 


— 7 9 S your Edi fication has 
been always my chief 


Aim; ſo in this, as 


7 Plainneſs as pelle. 


SINCE ſome of Tou ſeem'd to be 
affected with it in Hearing, the 
Hopes I have that a deliberate Pe- 
ruſal in Tour Families may make a 

more laſting Impreſſion, have encou- 


raged 


* 1 
„ a” _ * — * 


iv The DE DICAT TON. 


* 


raged me to caſt this Mite into 
the Common Stock of more accurate 
Performances, which, on this Occa- 
fin, will be made Publick for a ge- 
r Nc 


Tnar this, thro' Divine Bleſ⸗ 
ing, may in ſome - Meaſure contri- 
bute to that End; eſpecially, that 
it may recommend to Tou the great 
Advantages of a Religious Life, as 
it is the trueſt Support under all the 
Diſquieting Changes of this World, 
and the only Foundation of Happi- 
meſs in the next; is the earneſt 


Dejre of, 


) 


Jour Faithful Monitor, 
13 IR 63 


ISAIAH 


Is A. xxvi. latter Part of the geb. verſe; 
— When, Thy Judgments 
are in the Earth, the Ina. 

bitants of the World will- 
learn Righteouſneſs. 


HE Deſign of the Prophet 
in this Chapter, is to ſtir 
up the People of Iſrael , 
hom Goo had in a ſpecial 
— manner taken into Covenant 
_ _— to an humble go" pha 
ledgment of His Sovereignty, with. a 
becoming Thankfulneſs for 1 His providen- 
tial Care and Goodneſs towards them; 
and, more eſpecially, to an obedient Truſt 
and Confidence in His Mercy, under 
_ thoſe neceſſary Chaſtifements which their 
frequent Provocations had brought upon 
them. In ſuch a dutiful Behaviour as 
He had — expreſſes _ 
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ſelf on thei: behalf, in the —_ re 
"= ia the way of tin ments, rd, 
| have me para" Io The Deſire of our 
Souls is to t Name, and to the remembrance 
"Thee, And then he tells them, in the 
ords of my Text, That this is the true 
End and proper Effect of all the Divine 
Corrections; When thy Judgments are in the 
Earth, the Inhabitants of the World will 
learn Righteouſneſs. q. d.“ Tho? mankind, 
and even ſuch as are under the higheſt 
Obligations to a thankful Obedience, 
from the ſingular Bleſfings and Favour 
& of Heaven, are apt to forget their Du- 
« ty under the ſmooth and proſperous 
« Occurrences of the Divine Providence; 
« yet, whenſoever Gov, in his infinite 
« Wiſdom, ſees it neceſſary, by a ſharper 
« Diſcipline, to chaſtiſe their Folly and 
* Ingratitude, they will, or ought to re- 
& collect themſelves; and, by a fincere 
« Reformation, to return to their wont- | 
© ed Courſe of an obedient Fear, Reve- 4 
* rence, Truſt and Dependance on Him. 1 
Tuts is the kind and gracious Me- 
. thod which the infinitely Wiſe Governor 
of the World is, as it were, conſtrain'd 
to uſe, for curing the obſtinate Folly and 
Undutifulneſs of Mankind, If the favou- {| 
rable and indulgent Smiles of His Provi- / 
dence, which He more eſpecially delights 
in, have not. the defign'd Effect, to do 
them gocd; He condeſcends in Mercy 


and 
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and Kindneſs to take this other .Courſe 
with them to prevent their final Ruin; 
and to work ſuch an happy Change in 
their Minds and Manners, as neither the 
gracious Admonitions of His holy Word, 
nor His milder Dealings with them, can 
uſually produce. bug 


— 


In Diſcourſing further on theſe Words, 
as ſuitable to the preſeat Occaſion, I ſhall 
endeavour to {hew, 


I. THAT the End or Deſign of GO D'. 

Judgments, inflicted either on a Nation 

or particular Perſons, is, Repent ance and 
Amendment of Life. 


II. THAT if thyſe Divine Chaſtiſements, 
which were ſent to reform our Lives, 
have not ſuch an happy Effect upon Us, 
We may expect not on) their Contingance, 
but far greater Degrees of them, _ 


\ " _- OT a theſe Concluſions are plainly 
deducible from the Text : The Former, 
directly; and the Latter implicitely, or 
by way of neceſſary Conſequence, 
Io begin with the Firſt ; That God's 
End in puniſhing a Nation, or particular 
/ Perſons, is, their Repentance Amend- 
e.. — 


. 
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Rom. ii. 
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In a more general Senſe, this is in- 


deed the chief Intention of all the Di- 
vine Diſpenſations towards us in this 


whole Courſe of our Lives, is, to re- 
claim us from our Sins, and engage 


our Minds to a more conſtant Love 


both of Him and our Duty. Thus 
the Apoftle tells us. That the Riches of 
His Goodneſs, Long: ſuffering and For- 
bearance towards Mankind, are intended 
to lead them to Repentance. Such kind 
and gentle Methods of winning upon 
the Mind and Affections, are moſt q- 


greeable to the Eſſential Properties of 
His Nature, who has declar'd Himſelf 
tõ be 4 God of Mercy ; One that waits 
to be gracious, and delights to pardon 
Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and 5 


in. The con- 
trary Way of Puniſhment and Seyeri- 


ty, He has often fignify'd an Averſion 
to; and does not ordinarily make uſe 


of it, but only upon Neceſſity; and, 


even then, with a Sort of Difficulty 
and Regret. The Prophet Jeremiah there- 
fore tells us, Ele does not willingly afflict 
or grieve the Children of Men: And were 
they not ſo perverſe and incorrigible as 
not to be wrought upon by Kindnefs, 


- 


_ imaginable 


He has given them the greateſt Reaſon 


> 


World. The proper Tendency aof 
thoſe numberleſs Favours and Blefſings 
which He has beſtow'd- upon us in the 
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gibi to believe that He would ne- 
ver deal with them in any other Way. 
He would always draw Us with the Cords 
of a Man, and with the Bands of Love; i. e. 
according to thoſe natural Propenſions 
which He has endued us with; as He 
has vouchſafed to declare by the Pro- 
phet Hoſes : But we will not be govern- 
ed or led by Him. When our Caſe be- 
comes thus Ll * thro* our Un- 
tractableneſs and Diſobedience, we do, 
as it were, compel Him to change the 
endearing Methods of Kindneſs into Rigor 
and Severity. And yet, under the ſharp- 
eſt of thoſe Corrections, which a kind of 

Neceſſity had extorted from Him, He ſtill 
aims at our real Benefit and Advantage. 


All thoſe Temporal Judgments, which 


Hoſ. xi. 4- 


afford us Opportunity and a Capacity 


of improving them, are intended to bring 
us to a ſerious Recollection, and a peni- 
tential Return to Him. Thus He con- 
_ deſcends to reaſon the Caſe with a ver 
provoking and rebellious People. O II- 
ael, return unto the Lord thy God, from 
haft fallen by thine Iniquity. And 
likewiſe, by the Voice of another Prophet, 
I tho wilt retutn, O Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, 
and put away thine Abominations out of m 
fight. then alt thou not be remor?d, If He 
afflicts us with "Temporal Evils, for our 
e it is, That He ma there- 
do us ſome greater And 


When. 


Hot xiv. 
| 8 : 


Jer. iv. 1. | 
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whenſoever He ſuffers our Lives to be 
imbitter d by any eminent Calamities, 

*tis becauſe He is unwilling to fee us 

periſh in a ſmoother Path, which thro? 

our ill Conduct, would end in our un- 
avoidable Ruin. Twas with ſuch a gra- 

cious View, of the trueſt Kindneſs and 

Pity, that He exercis'd the fame ſelect 

People with that ſevere Diſcipline of a 

long and tedious wandring in the Wil- 

Deut. viii. derneſs ; That he might humble and prove 
16. them, in order to do them Goad at the latter 

| End. And, as a Mark of His diſtin- 
guiſhing Love and Care towards them, 

| He tells them, Joa only have I known, 
Amos iii. 7. e. ſet apart to myſelf, of all the Fa- 
7 milies of the Earth: Therefore I will paniſþ 
you for your Iniquities. So that all the affli- 
Qive Diſpenſations of the Divine Provi- 
dence in this World, tho 52 ſeem 
Evils in themſelves, are ſo far from af - 
fording any juſt Impeachment of the 
unerring Wiſdom and Infinite Good- 
neſs of Go p, that they highly yindi- 
cate thoſe 5 Attributes; from 
their proper Tendency and happy Effects 
on the Minds of Men, who have not loſt 
all Senſe of a becoming Reflection, by 
curing them of their dangerous Exor- 
bitances, and bringing them nearer to 
the Eternal and only Fountain of Bleſſed- 
neſs. From all which tis undeniably 
evident, That Temporal Affliction, ny 
+a N | right= 
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riohtly improꝛꝰ d, is the beſt Expedient to ſe 
cure Jap; mod Int ereſts, both in this and 
the other World, 


Our Safety very much conſiſts in 
thoſe Things which we are moſt apt to 
complain of: And therefore upon due 
Conſideration, we have great Reaſon to 
acknowledge with the holy P/almift, That | 
all Things are govern'd and d iſpos'd, as well 
45 made, with Infiaite Wiſdom. For thoſe 
Evils are certainly the greateft, which 
_ principally affect our nobleſt Part; which 
vitiate our | Underſtanding ; which de- 
prave our Will and Affections; and which 
defile, wound and greatly e er our 
Souls. And if ſo, it cannot but be 
highly conſiſtent with the Goodneſs and 
Mercy of God, to interpoſe ſeaſonably 
for our Relief, by the more powerful 
and commanding Voice of His Chaſtiſe- 
ments; when the kind Entreaties of His 
Favour and Bleſſings have little or no Ef- 
fect upon us. Such was the corrupt State 
and perverſe Temper of the Jewiſh Church, 
which Goo by the Prophet, complains 


of, under the Metaphor of 4 Vineyard, In v2. 
which He had plac'd on a very fruitful Hill, Ch. xxvii. 


and planted with the choices Vine ; had. wa. 


Chap, v. 


ter d it every Moment, and watch'd over it 3. 6. 


Night and Day, leſk any ſhould hurt it: 
And yet inſtead of a ſuitable Return for 
this extraordinary Care and Fuition, it 
| | brought 


\ 
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brought forth nothing but wild Grapes, Ne- 


vertheleſs, tho' he had ſeverely threatned 


to lay it waſte, and utterly deprive it of all 
the fructify ing Influences of His Care 
and Providence; yet, to that very dege- 
nerate People; He | gps conde- 
ſcends to declare Himſelf not only recon- 
cilable, but fully bent to reclaim and 


i. reſtore them to His Favour: And tho? 
it muſt be in a Way of wholſome Seve- 


rity, yet the Meaſure ſhould not be diſ- 
proportion'd to the Neceſſity : And, for 
their Encouragement, He acquaints them 
with the happy End propos d. By this 
ſhall the Iniquity of Jacob be purg d; and 
this (hall be the Fruit, to take away his 
Sin. 


I we * the N End of 


the Divine Chaſtiſements, in the Caſe of 


particular Perſons, we ſhall find in them 
ſo great an Alloy of Kindneſs and Mercy, 
that they will juſtly require an Obedient 
Thankfulneſs, rather than afford Occaſion 
of Complaint. Our Saviour's Parable of the 
Prodigal Son, is a lively Deſcription of 
the general imprudent Conduct of Man- 
kind ; together with the proper Behavi- 

our of every true -Penitent. They are 
bent to go aſtray from their Father's 
Houſe; to wander in the Purſuit of their 
own Inventions, and ſeek after an ima- 
ginary Satisfaction in a licentious — 


* 8 — 5 7 * ns ed abba ; 
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of Life; till pinching Straits and ex- 
tream Neceſſity bring them to a ſeri- 
ous Remembrance of the former Plen- 
ty and real Happineſs which they en- 
joy'd whilſt continuing under His fa- 
therly Care and Government. This 
makes them heartily defirous of re- 
turning to Nim, tho' in the meaneſt Sta- 


tion imaginable ; yet being fil'd with - 


anxious Fears, from the deep Impreſſions 
of Guilt and Shame, they can fcarce hope 
for a kind Reception, after ſuch provo- 
king Ingratitude and Diſobedience. But 
the Event is far otherwiſe: Their com- 
paſſionate FATHER , meets them afar 
off, prevents their melting Acknowledg- 


ments with his Goodneſs, and receives 


them with the - higheſt Demonſtratio 

of Kindneſs and Love: Adverfity and 
Afflictions are the wiſe Diſcipline of 
Divine Providence, to cure the unruly 
Paſſions and corrupt Affections of Man- 


kind, and diſpoſe them into a fit Tem- 


per for Repentance : And certainly no- 
thing can be more reaſonable, than that 
We fhould firſt repent of our Sin and 
Folly, by a becoming Acknowledgment 
and firm Reſolution, thro* God's Aſſi- 
ſtance, againſt future Relapſes, before 
We can expect Forgiveneſs at His 
Hands. Very happy tis therefore for 


Us, that, by His infinitely wife Provi- 


dence, He has made the Courſe of 
S this 


Cy 
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this World ſubject to continual Fluctu- 

ation and Change; and, with regard 

to our greater Good, is pleas d ſome- 

times to turn the dark Side of the 

Cloud upon Us: Since our Condition 

otherwiſe would be extreamly dange- 

rour, both in reſpect of our preſent 

Happineſs, and efpecially of our , ever- 

lafting Concernments. For we find too 

often that Croſſes, and Afflictions, and 

| Difappointments are ſcarce ſufficient to 

E | keep Us in the Way of our Duty; to 

1 mortity our corrupt Affections, and 

make Us duly mindful of a future 

State: And if ſo, how great would 

our Danger be, if the World did al- 

ways fmile and tempt. Us, and our 

whole Paſſage thro' it were nothing 

elſe but Pleaſure and Soſtneſs. TWas 

upon this Account that the Royal P/al- 

miſt, after a large Experience. of the 

Viciſſitude of outward Things, reckons 

the afflictive Part of his Life among 

Phil. exix. the ſpecial Bleſſings of it. I is good 

71. for me, ſays he, that I have been fflict- 

ed; that I might. lean thy Statutet: And 

this happy Effect, he aſſures Us it had 

ver. 63, upon him, Before I was afflifted, I went 
aftray ; bat now have I kept Thy Word. 


1 proceed now to the Second Conclu- 
ſion trom the Text; namely, 


THAT 


——— 
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FTHAT if. thoſe Divine Chaſtiſements 
which were ſent to reform our Lives, 

have not that happy and intended Effe# 
» us, we may juſtly expect ot only 
their Continu ance, but far greater De- 
grees of them. | 


Tuts is highly agreeable both te 
the Reaſon and Experience of Mankind, 
as well as to the general Scope of the 
Sacred Writings; which abound with 
very lively and memorable Proots of it. 
Such was the dreadful Example of Pha- 
ravh, and the Egyptians; whoſe Puniſh- 
ments were till repeated and heighten- 
ed in Proportion to their Obſtinacy; 
till they had brought a final Deſtructi- 
on upon themſelves. So likewiſe was 
this eminently verify'd upon that pecu- 


- oo —-—-— 


-liar People whom Goo had fo miract- 


louſly deliver'd , and taken under His 
own immediate Care, Protection and 
Government. How - often were they 
ſorely chaſtiſed by theg Irruptions of 
Neighbouring Princes, from the Idola- 
try, Diſobedience and wicked Conduct 
of their own; fuch as Jeruoam, Ahab, 
Ahaztah, Ahaz, Jehoiakim, &c. notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt kind Admonitions, 
pathetical Exhortations, ſhatp Rebukes, 


and authoritative Threatnings of the 


Prophets, eſpecially Iſaiah and Jeremiah ; 
| x C9 till 


— o—_ 
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till they had compleated their Ruin, 
in their own Captivity, and the Deſtru- 
ction of their City, Temple and Go- 
vernment ! This was no more than they 
bad been ſufficiently warn'd of by the 
louth of Moſes, their great Guide and 
Lawgiver (as we read at large in Lev. 
xxvi.) who, having reckon'd up the 
ſignal Bleſſings which ſhould always fur- 
round them 1n Caſe of their Obedience, 
aſſur'd them, That if they deſpi'd the 
Statutes, and broke the Covenant of their 
| God, they ſhould be puniſh'd with Fi- 
mine and Peſtilence, and deliver' d into the 
+ Hands of their Enemies; and if they yet 
. perſiſted in their Obſtinacy, Goo would 
ſtill go on to puniſh them; even ſever 
and ſeven Times more; till their Cities 
were laid waſte, their Sanctuary brought to 
Deſolation, and themſelves ſcatter'd abroad {| 
among, the Heathen: All which Threat= j 
nings, being ineffectual to rouze them 
into a Senſe of their Duty and In- 
tereſt, were literally fulfil'd upon 
| them, | | | 8 | 


— 


B Tho? this Nation has, thro! a long 
Series of Divine Providence, in a ſpecial 
manner appear'd to be the Favourite 

of Heaven; and had moſt unqueſtional 

{ Marks of the watchfull Care and Tui- 
| tion of the Almighty, than any Others 
by ound about it; yet He will not al- 

i55 nx wb | ways 


* 
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ways bear with the Ingratitude and 
Provocations of a ſtupid, indolent and in- 
corrigible People. If neither the 
Kind Allurements of his Bleſſings and 
Favour, nor the harſher Voice of His 
Judgments, will ſoften us into a becom- 
ing Senſe of our Duty, ſo as to work 
a real Reformation upon us; what can 
we expect but to reap the Fruits of 
our own Folly, in utter Deſolation 
and Ruin? How often has Gov ſeem'd 
to expoſtulate with us, in the very Cri- 
ſis of our Danger, as once with His 
peculiar but untractable People? How Hof. xi. 
- ſhall I give Thee up Ephraim? How%. 3. 
© ſhall I deliver Thee, Iſrael: How 
ſhall J make Thee as Admah ? How ſhall I 
ſet Thee as Zeboim ? (Which were de- 
ſtroy'd by Fire from Heaven, as Ex, 
amples of His Vengeance) Mine Heart Gen. zi. 
is turned within me, and my Repentings are 4. 
kindled together. I will not execute the 
Fierceneſs of mine Anger: I will nt return 
to deſtroy Ephraim; for I am God, and 
not Man, the Holy One in the miaſt of 
Thee. Thus the mild and endearing 
Attributes of Kindneſs and Compaſſion, 
have often prevaiPd over his Juſtice : 
He has lengthen'q out our Tranquility, 
and ſpar'd Us for, His Mercies Sake. 
But then, inſtead of ſuitable Returns for 
tuch eminent and diſtinguiſhing Good- 
_ nef6, have We not, by our "_— 
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Ingratitude, by our 8 


ſities and Diviſions, by our audacious 


and flagrant Vices, and Contempt of 
Religion, too nearly reſembled the fame 


deſperately harden'd and  ircorrigible 
People: againſt whom Go vp: complains 
by the Prophet Amos, as the higheſt 
aggravation of their Sins, That the 
moſt terrible Judgments had no Effect 


Ch. xvi.s, upon them? I have given you cleanneſs of 


ro the 12, Teeth, and want of Bread in all your Cities: 
Vetle. 


1 have with. holden the Rain. from you : 
T have ſmitteu you with Blaſting and Mil- 
dew: I have os you the Peſtilence, after 
the manner of Egypt: I have overthrown 
Some of you, like Sodom and Gomorrah ; 
and ye were as 4 Firebrand pluckt out of the 
Burning: Tet have ye not returned un- 
fo me, 42 the Lord. And what was 
the ſad Conſequence? Becauſe all theſe 
heavy Judgments, which were ſent for 
Reformation, had not the deſign'd Ef- 
fect upon them, he aſſures em That 
G 0D, having engag'd in ſuch a Work 
for their Good, was reſolv'd to vindi- 
cate the Honour of His Juſtice, and 
would not give over repeating and 
heightning of His Puniſhments, tho” it 
were to their Final Deſtruction : and 


He forwarns them both to expect and 
Prepare themſelves for it. Thus much 
imply'd in the 12th Verſe. Therefore 


thus will I do unto Thee, Prepare to meet 


thy 


roundleſs Animo- 


OM TREE 
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thy God, O Iſrael. Which is the moſt 
ſevere and farcaſtical Threatning that 
could poſibly have been expreſs d.: 
Since the Diſproportion is as great, as if 
Thorns and Briers ſhould ſet themſelves 


in Battle array againſt Omnipotence; 


or dry Stuble contend with devouring 


Flames. 


LET Us now therefore ſee a little 
how the Parallel will hold with Our- 
ſelves. E 


Go o has. ſignaliz d His Favour and 
Benefits towards this Nation in an ex- 
traordinary and very eminent Degree. 
He has a long Time inrich'd it with all 
the Bleſſings of Peace, Plenty and Fruit« 
fulneſs. He has more eſpecially honour'd 
it with the choiceſt of Spiritual Bleſ- 
ſings, by reſtoring to it the Purity of 
Religion, after a long Night of Anti- 
cin Darkneſs and Apoſtacy. By 
a ſingular Hand of Providence He has 
planted and eftabliſh'd therein, and 


hitherto wonderfully preſerv'd, the beſt 


Conſtitured National Church upon 
Earth; every way correſpondent to the 
moſt inconteſtable Times of pureſt An- 


tiquity ; and has made it the brighteſt 
Ornament, the cheif Strength and Glo- 


ry of that Reform'd, Orthodox and Pure 
Religion, which has been always fo ve- 


ry 
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ry dear to Him. He has preferv'd it 
from the reſtleſs Attempts and malici- 
ons Combinations of its implacable E- 
nemies. More particularly ; in the Days 
of our Fore-fathers, whilſt the Happy 
Reformation was ſcarce throughly ſettled 
among Us, He deliver'd it by His ſignal 
Bleſſing on a much inferior Naval 
Strength, from a very formidable Inva- 
(fon of a Foreign Enemy ; prompted 


by the Height of reſenting Malice and 


Popiſh Revenge; and ſo Powerful in it 
ſelf, as vainly to aſſume the Epithet 
of Invincible, After this, He was gra- 
ciouſſy pleas d to diſcover and defeat, at 
the very Point of Execution, the moſt 
Horrid and Tragical Conſpiracy againſt 
the Lives of our Sovereign, and thoſe 
who were the chief Support of our Reli- 
gion, Eſtates and Liberties, that ever was 
torm'd ſince the World began. And 
when our {ſhameful Ingratitude, Impiety, 
and Diviſions, had juſtly provok'd Him 
to ſuffer our thrice happy and invalua- 
ble Conſtitution in Church and State, to be 
torn in Pieces by inteſtine Wars, and 
ſWallow'd up in Anarchy and Confuſion; 
after a long Chaſtiſement for our Sins, 
He was pleas'd again to viſit Us in Mer- 
cy; and, by ſuch a fecret and wonder- 
full Providence, as plainly ſhew'd the 
immediate Finger of Heaven, to reſtore 
and ſettle it upon the former Ancient 

its Foundation 
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Yet, becauſe our Deportment was alto- 
gether unfuitable to that deep Senſe of 
Religion and Piety 4 ch ſo ſignal 
a Mercy had deſerv'd, He was ve- 
ry ſoon pleas d to chaſtiſe Us with 
the moſt Dreadful and Devouring 
Peſtilence which had ever 
known or recorded in our Annals : And 
not long after; to ſend Us ſuch a Ter- 
rible and amazing Devaſtations by Fire, 
as, in a ſhort Time, reduc'd the Chief 
City of our Nation, and One of the 
Greateſ and moſt Wealthy in the World, 
to a diſmal Heap of Duſt and Rubbiſh, 
And what is ſtill more aſtoniſhing, after 
theſe dreadfull Judgments , | He mige 
too juſtly have retorted on Us that 
Complaint before-mention 'd. Tet have 
not tix 'd unto Me, F Plenty * 
long Court: e of Eaſe Wi wth 
Sy! d a general Di Juteriefs . in Ne 
gion and Manners, and made Us 155 
for Deſtruction, He w it neceſſary 
our Good, to bring Us once mote to 
the very Brink of it; ſo that We had 
er in View, but an utter Subver- 
all that is dear and valuable, 


both Civil and Relig * even 
then, in the Time Gas deep Hows 
lity and Diſtreſs by an amazing 

of Providence, He 9 to bring 


about 


_ 
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a COST little while cer the Scene was 


Joſh, vii. 
1. 


about ſo ſudden, ſo unexpected, = ſo 

eat a Deliverance, that it fill'd all 
Hearts at once both with Wonder and 
Joy. Notwithſtanding which, twas but 


ang d. The * 'Animoſities, which 
11 8 Time of our Common Danger, 
em'd to have been bury'd in 110 
on, were ſoon reviv'd and heighten'd 
like. the Diſcontented Iſraelites, againſt 
Gop and Moſes, who had freed them 
from the inſupportable Slavery of 'Egyp, 


We. ungratefully murmur'd againſt t 


Deliverazce itſelf, and the Supreme Hand 
Which had Fad ir. Party Fueds, 
Contempt of Religion, with all Kinds o 
Feine, like" e arcane Thing of old, 
ſoon clog'd the Wheels of Divine Provi- 
dence, and ſet Us back into a bewildred 
State, when We ſeem' d to have reach d 
the Borders of Canaan. So likewiſe, in 


the ſucceeding Reign, Which was i 


ed with ſuch an uninterrupted Courſe 
of Vittories, as no Age or Hiſtory can 
equal, did not our Unthankfulneſs to 
Almighty G o%v,” our unreaſonable Pre- 
judices, ele Diviſions, and new 
invented Diſtinctions, cut Us ſhort in 


our Expectations and Hopes; Private 


Reſentments, Ambition, and Thirſt af- 
ter Power and Prufit, ſo far prevail'd; 
as to bear down the ſmall Remains of 
a true Publick Spirit; and in "Time: t 
8 1MC. 


. 
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| Time, Tavolv'd Us in greater Diteub, 7.2 
ties at Home than The which, We. 
- Thus .the. | 
Supreme Governor of all Things ſaw. 
it neceſſary to viſit our Tranſgreſſu ns mh, Pſelm 
the Rod, and our Iniquity with Stripes. 3 
Nevertheleſs His Loving-kmaneſs He did 
not utterly take away from Us, nor ſuffer 
His Faithfulneſs to fail. No: He has 
graciouſly vouchſafed to give Us,. the 
greateſt of all earthly Bleſſings, the Se 
curity of our Religion and Common 
Property, not only ſor this but to Fu- 
ture Ages, by ſuch an happy E{tabliſh- 
ment of the Supreme Power, as is every 
way ſuited to that excellent End. But 
has this made Us either Better Subjects, 
or Better Chriſtians? On the contrary ; 
do not Murmuring and Dilloyalty , 
Sweating, . Curſing, Debauchery, andall 
Kinds of Vice, rather ſpread more univer- 
fally ; and Atheiſm, heretical Opinio 
impugning the Authority of Reveal 
Religion, and Burleſquing of Sacred 
Things, appear with a more audaci- 
ous Front than ever heretofore? Shall 
We then think it ſtrange that Gon 
ſhould viſit Us for. theſe Dings; ſincs 
He has fo ſolemnly declar'd it in His 
Holy Word? If this be our unhappy 
Cafe, which. is too notorious to be de- 
ny'd, "tis no Wonder that it ſhould, 
without a timely Repentance and Re- 
D 2 formation 


had ſtruggled with Abroa 


| 
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formation bring down upon Us ſome 
eminent Marks of the Divine Wrath; 
or that unforeſeen Accidents ſhould fru- 
ſtrate the beſt concerted Meaſures in 
the World, for the 2 of our 

Circumſtances eaſy, fafe and flouriſh- 
3 


No w, to awaken Us at this Time 
from our Stupidity, into a becoming 
Senſe of his paſt Mercies, and of the 
Judgments We have deſery'd, G o p has 
lately ſent His Deſtroying Angel very near 
our Borders: And the terrible Accounts 
of many Thouſands ſuddenly ſwept a- 
way by a Raging Peſtilence; have a- 
larm'd Us into ſome uneaſy Apprehen- 
ſions of its nearer Approach, which 
our many great and National Sins, if 
We are at all affected with them, can- 
not but give Us a very juſt Ground to 
tear; and which the ſolemn Appoint- 
ment of this Day's. Devotions, calls up- 
on Us to bear in our Minds, with a 
ſuitable Humiliation. ©* And certainly *tis 
high Time for Us to humble ourſelves 
under the Omnipotent Hand, which or- 
ders all Things according to the Coun- 
Fl of His own Will; To bewail our 
3 for the great and numher- 
lets Mercies we have receivd; our 
Diſobedience to His ReveaPd Mill; our 
groſs Immoralities, and other Gs 
* ore + een. ro- 
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Provocations; To implore His — 
Protection and Favour; And to purpoſe 
and reſolve, by His Aſſiſtance, to walk 
| humbly, circumſpectly, and obediently 
before Him all our Days. It would 
certainly be a yery wrong Inference, 
from theſe dreadful Symptoms of Di- 
vine Wrath, which have been hitherto 
confin'd to a Neighbouring Country, if 
We ſhould be ſo Vain and Uncharita- 
ble as to think Them greater Sinners; 
or that We have been. ſpar d on the 
Account of being Better than They, 
An impartial View of the declining 
State of Religion and feripus Piety, and 
the deplorable Increaſe of Profaneneſs a- 
mong Us, would be enough to furniſh 
Us with humbler Thoughts, if the Ho- 
ly Scripture had been filent on that be- 
half. But We are afſſur'd by Him who 
is Truth itſelf, That except We repent We Luke xiii 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh : And therefore haye 3: 
juſt Reaſon to expect and fear daily, 
that the ſame or greater Evils, it any 
ſuch can be, ſhould . befall Us. Goo 
Fam our Purpoſes of Amendment may 
e ſincere and laſting; ſo as to bring 
forth the proper Fruits of Repentance 
in our Lives: And that when the A- 
larm is over; ſo that We begin to 
think ourſelves deliver d from the Grounds 
of our. preſent -Fear, our .Purpoſes and 


romiles of Reformation do ngt ag ſud- 
| fo & #3 « ot a. d enly 
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denly vaniſn too; and We return to 
our former Folly; to become as Stu i 
as Careleſs, and audaciouſſy Wick 
before. This would be no leſs thi 
to aggravate our former Guilt ; to turn 
our very Prayers into Sins; and to bring 
ourſelves under that Defpairing Com- 
plaint of Gov Almighty by the Pro- 
phet. O Ephraim, what ſhall I do unto 
thee ? O Judah, what ſhall I do anta 
ther? Tour — is as the Mornin 
Cloud; and as the early Dew it pe 


away. 


 AnoTnEs Chaſtiſement of the Divine 
Providence, which, becauſe tis univer- 
fally felt, more ſenſibly affects Us, and 
therefore claims a ſhare in our hum- 
bling Acknowledgments upon this Day , 
is, our late Infatuation, in following the 
baffled Scheme of a neighbouring King- 
dom (whoſe Difappointment and Miſe- 
ry might have been a ſufficient Warning) 
to run a deſperate Hazard in graſping at 
immenſe Riches, which chiefly conſiſted 
in a giddy and groundleſs Opinion. From 
the Height of which imagmary Great- 
neſs, We are funk at once into an un- 
precedented Degree of real l and 
Diſtreſs ; even ſo great, as to fix a 
Cloud of Sadneſs in all Faces, and fill 
their Hearts with Heavinefs : Whilſt a 


few Perſons, of unbounded Avarice, ha- 


viag 


r 
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ving groſsly abus d a Truſt of the high- 
eſt Nature, intended for Publick Advan- 
tage, have rais'd. Themſelves, by the 
vileſt Practices, to an unbecoming Gran- 
deur. Tho' this has indeed open'd a 
Scene for Melancholy Reflections; yet 
We ought not to doubt of the beſt 
Endeavours for Redreſs, ſo far as poſſi- 
ble; nor to deſpair of the mereifull 
Providence of Go o; but rather, as be- 
comes Chriſtians, to conſider That all 
Calamities, whether National or Private, 
are diſpens d to Us by his unerring 
Wiſdom, to humble, and prove our 
Vertue, and to do us Good in the End: 


That We ourſelves, and all our Affairs, 


are under the Government of an infi- 
nitely Wiſe and Gracious BEAN, Who 
often brings Good out of the greateſt 
Evil; and, as He always intends the 
Happineſs of His Creatures, ſo, if their 
Frowardneſs and unſuitable Behaviour 
do not prevent, He is never wanting in 


proper Means to effect it. When He turns pr cvii. 


a fruitfull Land into Barrenneſi, or brings 34. 


any other uncommon Calamity upon it, 
tis for the Tranſgreſſions of Thoſe that dwell 
in it: And if We are but fo wiſe and 
juſt to ourſelves, as to learn Righteouf- 
neſs thereby, He will crown our pru- 
dent Endeavours with the deſireable 
Bleſſings of Peace and Proſperity; and 
in due Time exalt Us to a more Flou- 
* 4 riſhng 


ane 
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riſhing Condition than that from whence 
We are fallen; ſo as to have once more 


4 Fraſe, and 4 Renown th the Earth, 


NATION AI Sits have a Natural 
and Direct Tendency to bring down 
National Puniſhment ; and if the For- 
mer; be, great and general, the Latter, 
without timely. Repentance, will be 
the - unavoidable : Conſequence; For, 
tho the moſt flagrant Wickedneſs of 
particular Perſons may very often e- 
ſcape the Divine Vengeance at preſent; 
being reſervd for à General Day of 
Account; the only proper Seaſon for 
Puniſhing whole Communities, as ſuch, 
is by P Publick Judgments infllicted on 
them in this World: Which is indeed 
highly Reaſonable, both to vindicate 
the Honour of Goo, and the Purity 
of His Laws, and to prevent a more 
general -Inundation of Impiety. But if 
theſe Publick Calamities, whether they 
be immediately felt by Us, of only 


threatned in the Examples of Neigh- 


bouring Nations, have their defign'd 


Effect, in bringing Us to a Serious 
Reflection on our. paſt Follies, with a 
becoming Senſe. of : ſhame and Sorrow 
for — 4 attended with a watchful 
Reſolution againſt Future Relapſes; 
and, in one Word, as the Text expreſ- 
vs it, to learn Righteouſneſs ; We oy 


o& 
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then comfortably expect, or rather, 
from the general Scope of the Divine Pro- 

miſes, be aflur'd that GOD will graci- 
oully Pardon our Offences ; and not on- 

ly avert the Judgments which He had 
threatn'd to inflict, but cauſe, His won-. 

ted Favour and Bleſſings to deſcend up- 

on Us. * in ſuch 1 32 
city, He has declared by the Prophet; 1% . ., 
La the Wark of Righteonſmeſs del be 1. vial 
Peace, an the Effect of | Righteouſneſs, 
Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. Where 

a People are thus Reclaimable, ſo as to 

be govern'd by an Awful Senſe of Re- 
ligion; and a Primary Regard to the 

Laws of Heaven; humbly. Obedient to 
thoſe. Higher Powers Which are fet: 
over them, and charitably affected to- 
wards each Other; the Bleſſed Angels, 
the Inviſible. Miniſters of Divine Pro- 
vidence, are engag'd in their Protection 

and Defence. Thoſe Heavenly Hoſts 

are always ready to encamp about 
Them, for their Common Safety; to 
eſtabliſh their Counſels, bleſs their Enter-- 
prizes, and cauſe the Light | to ſhine up- 8 irs; 
on their Ways: And what can be more 14. 
Deſirable ta any Nation; what greats 

er Bleſſing on this ſide Heaven; than 

to he always under the watchful Care | 
and Tuition of the Almighty 3 to be 
lecur'd from Foreign Invaſions, and 
Domeſtick — to have 10 ay”? 


— — - 8 
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And, F He" muy" expett 


Then, Ir highly concerns Vs to be 


Unealineſs or C omplaining in our Streets ? 
So that We may well joyn in the fol- 
lowing Remark, --Happy are the People 


who are in ſurh'a Caſe ; yea mg is that 


"OA * 1 1 4s the Lord, 
N. 0 = that Our Condition my be 


thus Happy, and continue o, upon the 
moſt ſolid and iow: Foundation; give 
hree 


me leave to make or Four pla in 
Practical eee from what has been 
rd And, 8 : 

1. if the End of Gods Cha ei in- 
Ab. 4 Naos — Perſons is 
their Repent ance and Amondment of Life: 
both the Continu- 
ance and greater Agen, of His Paniſb- 
ment, when that Kad is not  anſwer'd : 


N 


and ris: i * e gy 7 


Tee aa conf! 1 a „bort 
and. tranſient Fit of Devotion, eutorted 


from Us in a Fright, upon the Appre- 


henſton of ſome imminent Danger. 
*Fis not the Work of an Hour, or a 


| Day, only when Publick Authority re- 


quires it at our Hands; tho tis great - 


ly to be wifhi'thar inch Nime may 
Aightly and 


not by Multitudes be too 
carele y triſl ed waren But it conſiſts 
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chiefly in a ſettled Frame or Habit 'of 


the Mind; in an Impartial Recollection 

of our paſt Frailty and Follies, and e- 
ſpecially of Preſumptuous Sius; and, 

as the only ſure Proof of its Sincerity, 

in a real Amendment of our Lives. 

"Twill then, of Conſequence, be attend- 

ed with a ſuitable Care and Watch- 
fulneſs againſt thoſe ordinary Dangers 

which may prove an Occaſion of re- 
lapſing. Such was the wiſe and neceſ- 

ſa Reſolution of the Pious P ſalmiſt, 1 Pla xxxix. 
will take Heed to my Ways, that I offend 1. 

not: And to this Practice, the Prophet 
Jeremiah yery pathetically exhorts, un- 

der his deep Affliction for the Jemiſb 
Captivity, Let Us ſearch and try our ; 
Ways, and turn again unto the Lord, If Tam. li. 
We thus humble ourſelves under His migh- © 


ty, Hand, He will exalt Us in due Time, 1 Pet. 3. 


He will take away all our Iniquity, and F. 
receive Us ver) graciouſly ; even 10 as iv, 3. 
to bleſs, direct, and proſper Us in all 
our Undertakings, and cauſe Us to ac- 
knowledge, with a becoming Gratitude, 


that 2 His Judgment are right, and thut 


in Faithfulneſs He had affiitted Us. That pp 
our. Reformation therefore may be as 3. 
National and Univerſal as thoſe Great 
and Numberleſs Sins which are the 
procuring. Cauſe of our Puniſhment ; it 
highly concerns all Thoſe Who are 
intruſted with Publick Authority, to put 

32 E 2 | the 
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the Laws againſt Swearing and Drun- 

kenneſs, and other Kinds of Impiety 

Rom, xiii: in due Execution: that they may not 

bear the Sword in vain; and eſpecially 

to take great Care, that, by their Own 

unguarded Converſation, they do not 

fall into the ſame Vices Themſelves ; 

-and thereby encourage Others in their 

Wicekedneſs, inſtead of deterring them 

from it. Such will do well to conſider 

their Publick Station; and what their 

future Doom will be, when They ſhall 

have a much heavier Charge than their 

_ own Perſonal Infirmities to account 

for. Indeed the moſt effectual ſtep to 

a Reformation among the vulgar Sort, 

would be a general Obſervance of it in 

Thoſe of Higher Rank; which is not 

only the trueſt Honour in this World, 

but intitles them, as Inſtruments of 

Dan. zii. Turning many to Righteouſneſs, to the 

H brighteſt Splendour in the Regions of 
Glory. But We may alſo infer, 


2. That in the Time of Affliction and Di- 
ſtreſs, it behoves Us to conſider the Supreme 
Cauſe ; together with the Juſtice, the Reaſc- 
nableneſs, and the beneficial End of them. 


SINCE all thoſe Penal Evils which 
We ſuffer at any Time, either in a 
Publick or Private Capacity, are diſpens'd 
to Us by the ſpecial PR of 

| N © Gop 
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GOD, who is Righteous i in all His Ways, PC. cxiy, 
and Holy in all His Works, We may be 
ſure, either that ſome great Provocation 
on our Part, has procur d them to Us; or 
that, in His infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, He ſees it neceſſary, for the Exer- 
ciſe of our Patience, Contentment and 
Reſignation; in order to fit US for more 
Subſtantial Bleſſings i in reſerve. There- 
fore, inſtead of murmmuring or com- 
plaining, We have reaſon to cenſure our- 
ſelves; and, with great Humility and 
Thank fulneſs, to acknowledge the Equi- 
ty of all His Dealings towards Us. "Tis 
the Reſult of much Weakneſs and Fol- 
ly, and tends to make our Condition 
more Uneaſy, to ſpend our Time and 
Thoughts in raiſing Reflections upon 
Others, or blaming "Thoſe whom We ap- 
prehend to have been the Inſtruments 
of our Afflictions. What more imme- 
diately concerns Us, is to bear them with 
Decency and Patience, as coming from 
Go d, for the Puniſhment of our Sins: 
| To turn to Him that ſmiteth Vs; and to It. xix 13. 
hear the Voice of the Rod, and who hath « 
| pointed it, To ſuch a Behaviour, as the 
moſt Wiſe, the moſt Dutiful and =_ 
tageous, We are exhorted, Come let 
Us return unto the Lord: for He hath torn, Mich, iv. 
and He will heal : He hath ſmitten, aud {oc ir. 
He will bind us up. Whilſt we multiply our. 
F Tranſgreſſions, We 7 juſtly expect that 
| | He 
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He will continue and increaſe our Pu- 

niſhment; But if We ceaſe to provoke 

Him, and by unfeign'd Obedience turn 

to Him, He will 4 thoſe heavy 

E which He has threatned, and 

rought ſo very near to Us; and not 

only remove the Afflictions which We 

already feel, but proſper all our Afairs,. 

Prov. xvi. and make even our. Enemits to be at Peace 

7. with Us. Twas the noble Reſolution 

of Job, an accompliſh'd Pattern of Ad- 

Job xiii. verſity and Patience, Tho He [ſlay me, 

15. yet will I traſt in Him: And as a far- 

ther Inſtance of the ſame Victorious 

Ch. xxiii. Faith, he ſays, When He hath tryd me, 

I ſhall come forth as Gold. No wonder 

then that he could ſeverely check the 

COT Partner of his Sorrow, with 

that truly religious and ſuitable Re- 

Chap. ii. buke. at ! Shall we receive Good at 

* the Hand of God; and ſhall we not receive 

Evil | eq. d. Shall we diſpute His So- 

© Veraignty, or arraiga His Wiſdom and 

| * Tuſtice ? Shall we rejoyce in the ſen- 

| “ {ible Gratifications of our Delires and 

| « Wiſhes, in what We eſteem Happi- 

| < neſs; and not willingly ſubmit to His 

oh „Corrections; ; which proceed from In- 

| finite Wiſdom, are temper'd with 

I « End Mercy and Goodneſs, and de- 

n'd to qualify Us for the moſt 

on d od ſubſtantial Bleſſings. # 
1 | TATE c 
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3. A Becoming Senſe of preſent Affli- 
tions, and the Fear of greater Pu- 
niſhments, which we are conſcious of 
deſerving, loudly calls for Unanimity 
among Uurſelves. 


Unnzx the moſt Flouriſhing Cir- 
cumſtances, tis too uſual, tho highly 
unreaſonable, to indulge our private 
Reſentments, and give way to thoſe 
Unchriftian Paſſions, Envy, Malice 


—— 


and Contention, which of all Things 
are moſt Deſtructive to our Common 


_ But the Time of Adverſity 
and 5 


ſtreſs will certainly, if We make 


a Right Uſe of it, bring Us to conſi- 
der, with more Calmneſs, that We 


have but One Common Intereſt, which 


is inſeparable. As We are then, more 
eſpecially taught to Humble ourſelves 
| before God, and keep Silence, i. e. to 
avoid all murmuring Complaints, be- 
cauſe We have brought it upon ourſelves 
and to put our Mouths in the Daſt, if ſo 
be there may be Hope: So it greatly be- 


hoves Us to be charitably affected to- 


wards each other; to bury in Oblivion 
all former Animoſities and reproachful 
Diſtinctions; and with the ſincereſt 
united ;Endeavours, according to our ſe- 


veral Stations and Capacities, to retrieve 


and ſtrengthen that Common Intereſt 
wherein 
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wherein We are jointly concern'd. This 


ſhould likewiſe teach Us, according to 


the eſftabliſh'd Article of our Faith; 


Rom. xii. The Communion of Saints, and the 


1. 


ſitive Injunction of St. Paul, That Ve 


ſhould weep with them that weep, to bear 


a Sympathetick Charity towards our 
Afflicted Fellou-Chriſtians Abroad, un- 
der their preſent Unjuſt Oppreſſion and 
Sorrows ; and to pray for their Deli- 
verace, with the ſame paſſionate Con- 
cern as for ourſelves. And if We are 
not wanting in theſe ſo neceſſary. an 


advantageous Duties, there is no Rea- 


ſon to doubt but that the Supreme 
vernor of the World, the Almighty 
poſer of all Cauſes and Events, to 
whom Nothing is more pleaſant than, 


for Brethren, in a Natural, Civil and 
Pfutn Religious Senſe, to dwell together in Uni- 
Exxxiii, 1, % Will always delight to 


0 Ds Good; 
and cauſe the choiceſt of His Favours, 


like thoſe - kindly Dews on the Mountains 
of Sion, to deſcend upon Our Charch, 


and State. On the Former, by turning 
the Melancholly Diſtinction of High and 


Lom, into a pious Unanimity : And on 
the La ter, by ſuch an intire Harmony, 
of Intereſts and Affections, as will make 
Us a Safe, Happy and Flouriſhing Peo- 
ple. And now 195 
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4. IN the laſt Place, ſince all Affli- 
tions, both National and Private, are 
allotted to Us by an infinitely Wiſe, 
Gracious, and Omnipotent Being; it 
highly behoves Us, 


TO addreſs ourſelves io Him by Fer- 
vent Prayer ; for the Merciful Prevention, 
the Wiſe Improvements, and the Seaſonable 
Removal of them. 2 


Ir We have any true Senſe of Re- 
ligion and Serious Piety, We muſt ac- 
knowledge that they are altogether in 
His Hands ; as to the Kinds, the De- 

ees, and the Duration of them. There- 
ore without fuch an Humble Peniten- 
tial and Obedient Recourſe to the Foun- 
tain Head, the Firſt Cauſe and Sove- 
reign Diſpoſer of all Things, our other 
Endeavours of Relief will not only be 
ineffectual, but rather add to our Di 


quiet. Let Us then, at this Time of 


Common Danger, in Obedience to the 
Pious Call of our Superiors, endeavour 
to bear in our Minds a very deep and 


affecting Senſe of that great and accu- 


mulated Weight of Impiety which the 
whole Nation groans under, as the'great- 
eſt Obſtacle to its Safety and Happineſs. 
More eſpecially, let Us be deeply hum- 
bled for our own Sins; by which We 

| F have 
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have contributed to ſwell the Common 
Torrent of Vice and Immorality; and 
let our Confeſſion of them evidence its 
Sincerity by a real Hatred of, and 
Watchfulneſs againſt them. God Al- 
mighty by the Prophet Joel, earneſtly 
exhorts to ſuch a Seaſonable Repentance 
under the like Circumſtances with 
Joel. ii. Ours. Tarn unto me with all your Heart, 
12, 13. with Faſting, and with Weeping, and Mourn- 
ing. Rent your Heart, and not your Garments, 
and turn unto the Lord ; for He is Gra- 

cious and Merciful, flow to Anger, and of 
great Kindneſs, and repenteth Him of the 
vil, If this be the happy Conſe- 
quence and the wiſe Improvement of 
this Day's Solemnity, we ſhall not fail 
to meet with a favourable Acceptance 
at the Throne of Grace; Goo will yet 
Hof. xiv. Heal our Backſliding, and turn his Anger 4- 
4: way from Vs. He will remove all the 
preſent Calamities which We feel, and 
with-hold thoſe more Dreadful Puniſh- 
ments which We have deſerv'd; and 
not only ſo, but continue to Us His 
Bleſſings, Favour, and Protection, which 
We have ſo often forfeited. Let Us 
therefore with the greateſt Humility, 
PC, zix, 9. acknowledge, That God is Holy and Juſt in 
8 all His Judgmen s. That Righteouſneſs belong- 
Lam. ill eth to Him; but to Us, ſhame and Confuſion 
22, of Face : That *tis of his great Mercy we are 
not conſumed, and becauſe His Com- 


paſſions 
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paſſions fail not. And then He has gra- 
ciouſly encourag'd Us to pray in a full 
Aſſurance of Faith, That He would have Pſal. li. 1. 
Mercy. upon Us, according to His Loving- * 
Rindneſs; and that according to the Mul- 

titude of His tender Mercies, He would 

| blot out all our Tranſereſſions. X; 


T o Conclude, 


Tua this Good and Seaſonable Diſ- 
poſition, under the preſent Emergency, 
may not ſuddenly vaniſh, but become a 
ſettled Habit of the Mind, ſo as to make 
Religion the Governing Principle of our 
Lives; Let it be our great Care, be- 
ſide a conſtant and delightful Atten- 
dance on all the Publick Acts of Re- 
ligious Worſhip, to revive the languid 
and too much neglected Practice of 
Daily Devotion in our Families; both 
as an indiſpenſable Duty, as well as the 7 
ſureſt Means to obtain the Divine Fa- 
vour and Bleſſing: And let Us be fre- 
quently converſant in that ineſtimable 
Treaſure of Heavenly Knowledge, the 
Sacred Scriptures; which are ſufficient 2 Tim. ii. 
to make Us Wiſe to Salvation. From; 
thence, in the Uſe of all other appoin- 
ted Means, We are to take the Mea- 
ſuers of our Conduct towards Everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs; together with our Con- 
ſolation and Support in the. Way thither. 
They 
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They will not only. be an Unerring 
=. Guide to our Behaviour in every Con- 
dition, and even in the moſt difficult 
Circumſtances of Humane Life; bun 
the beſt Preſervative againſt Vanity and 
Vice; Unbelief and Error, and all the 
„ dangerous Inſinuations of Atheiſm; Deiſim, 
and other pernicious Principles, which 
the preſent Age abounds with, to a 
very deplorable Degree. As ſuch a 
Temper and Practice is really the great- 
eft Happineſs on Earth; fo it eminent - 
ly tends to retrieve the Ancient Luſtre 
and Beauty of Religion, by rendring 
it amiable to the World; and conſe- 
. quently, to haſten that Triumphant 
3 State of the Holy Church Univerſal, 
at the Glorious Appearance of its Bleſ- 
ſed Lord and Saviour, which He has 
| _ and commanded Us Daily to 
ray IOrs 
| £7... 13M 63 
Jo which Gop Almichty in His due 
Time bring Us all, thro the Merits 
. of Him, who with the Father, and 
the Hely Ghoſt, liveth and reigneth 
| 2 ever One GO p, World without End. 
| Amen. 


